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FOOTBALL AID – BY PHIL COKER!

The day had finally come. I was to play at the City Ground! 

As the game drew nearer, the very thought of it made my legs turn to jelly but there was no turning back! The whole idea of Football Aid is “Pay to Play” Bidding over the Internet for positions and playing time. I was to have forty-five minutes in centre of midfield, as the advert said ”Unfit, cant play for toffee! Midfield suit you?” Yes I thought, I was about to find out!

(left Phil & Fiancée Trish) 

The day began at the City Ground trophy room where all the budding players were to meet up. Being there so early myself and fiancé Trish were told to help ourselves to tea coffee and biscuits. Various aspiring players turned up and I got chatting with a few. One of them Alan Giles it transpired was playing centre half for the home team (my team). After we had eyed up a few of the lads coming in to see if any of them looked like players “Gilesie” revealed he plays Saturday and Sunday league. Good start I thought.

What I didn’t know was none of our (the home team) subs had turned up for what ever reason and it meant I was to get the hole ninety minutes! (If I lasted) Bargain!

By now I was fidgeting about in my seat because I just wanted to get on with it (big match pressures huh Phil? – Ed) and I was pretty relieved (ah so you found the toilets – Ed) when the tour of the ground began. After the impressive trophy room we were shown to the boardroom and I can reveal Forests financial plight is not as bad as first thought! (There was no collecting tin in the boardroom). After seeing the away directors area and taking in the impressive stadium the sight of Darren Ward running round the pitch was a bonus and after some banter it was time to split into teams.

Without doubt the best moment of the day was walking into the changing room and seeing all the kit and shirts neatly folded and COKER emblazoned on the Number 10 shirt! (Magic). Enter manager for the day Chris Fairclough, sadly a kick about with the academy and a thigh injury had stopped him captaining the side but he was immaculately dressed and still looked fit enough to play again! After a few questions about Chris’s career we went out for a warm up and a feel of the pitch. 

After being told to keep out of the goalmouths before the match funniest sight of the day was an unnamed player from our side charging out of the dressing room sprinting toward Wards goal and blasting a shot in the corner from about 6 yards! Darren’s face said it all!

Back inside for the team talk which was simplicity itself “Keep your shape and pass the ball short and simple” After a quick check on positions and a name check (Which basically involved putting ‘sie’ on the end of everyone’s surname) we were away!
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I am reliably informed by Trish that the game started at one hundred miles an hour and after twenty minutes it had slowed considerably, myself and Darren Smart in central midfield are both attacking players and a few times we were caught too far forward, leaving our brilliant “back five” to shut up shop. Myself and “Smartie” produced a few through balls for big striker Steve ”Childsie” Childs and he was unlucky being foiled once by the keeper and once by a defender clearing off the line. I also had a chance when one of their lads tried a nutmeg on the half way line and I managed to nick the ball running through on the right hand side (a la Prutts but much much slower) (ummm – Ed) I had little support and held it as long as I could before shooting tamely at the keeper with my left foot. The away sides two centre backs were dominant other chances were kept to a minimum. Finally ten minutes from halftime our defence was breached when keeper Peter Raeburn made his only mistake dropping a cross and the ball was volleyed home! 

Half Time 0-1

The half time team talk was more of the same “Keep the ball spread it around obviously your fitness is a bit lacking” he told us, oh really Chris you don’t say! A bit of a gee up was needed and my midfield partner and myself decided one of us would “Sit” and the other push up so at least the defence had some cover! 

The first bonus of the second half was that” Gordon Scott” one of the away side’s impressive centre backs had to be replaced after tweaking a hamstring and ‘ Having a big game in the week’.

The second bonus was that the away teams Mark Doyle went off for a rest, this being his eleventh Football Aid Match and at Wolves he marked one Steve Bull! (Who? - Ed)

As we had no subs we made no changes and this probably helped us as the “back five” were left intact and though tired we had created chances for Childsie and Graham Hicksie up front. After one or two chances went begging we finally equalized received the ball on the left turned away from one nutmegged another and was tripped. Gilesie curled the ball in at pace and Childsie rose highest to thump the ball home! 

1-1.

Cue many more missed chances as both sets of players tired, with fifteen minutes remaining I received the ball skipped a tackle and fed Childsie who still had plenty to do but finished clinically from the edge of the box!

2-1.

The away side pushed up in search of an equalizer and left gaps, we really should have made the game safe on the break but were forced to hold on in the dying minutes as they forced a series of corners although our fantastic defence held firm. 

Full Time 2-1 (To the good guys – Ed)
[image: image2.png]


 15
Special mentions to Roy Claxton who mush have been pushing fifty (sorry Roy) but played the whole game at left back and never put a foot wrong and his other defensive colleagues Shane Gunstone and Ross Davies were outstanding as was keeper Raeburn and eventual man of the match Giles. Also the big man “Childsie” with his strength running and not to mention two goals was a constant menace. As for myself I was just happy we won it would have been a long way to go to lose! I though it was going to be one of those days when they scored but I did have a hand in both our goals! 

The standard was good and I never saw anyone who couldn’t play, and the officials had a good sense of humour! (Fancy that) After the game Giles collected ‘Man of the Match’ from John McGovern and Scott was Chris Fairclough’s ‘Man of the Match’ and both received a signed football each. 

The best news of all was that we had raised over five thousand pounds for diabetes research and other charities. 

I would recommend this to all branch members and would love to play again next year! 

Well done to Phil for taking part in this charity event. 

If anyone has any questions regarding Football Aid then please contact the Secretary who will pass them on to Phil whom I am sure will gladly answer them for you. 

*******************************************************************************

Saturday 12 August 2002
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PORTSMOUTH V NOTTINGHAM FOREST[image: image6.png]
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A professional performance by Portsmouth gave them all 3 points on this opening match of the season and they thoroughly deserved it as Forest failed to impress in spite of trying a different formation for each half. If you missed the pre-season friendly at Boston the opening formation would have been an unfamiliar one.

Paul Hart chose to play with a lone striker up front, David Johnson on this occasion, and with Mattieu Louis-Jean and Jim Brennan playing as attacking wingbacks. 

Eoin Jess signed too late this week to have trained with the squad so did not make an appearance but Forest’s other signing, Marcus Hall did start the match at the back alongside the other Forest ‘new boy’ captain Des Walker. 

Portsmouth only had 3 players starting today that had featured at the end of last season. And a full house turned out to see the squad that is already being tipped for great things this season. But the biggest cheer was reserved for their new captain Paul Merson. 

Forest had an early chance on 5 minutes when Johnson put the ball out to Brennan on the left hand side. He put the ball in to Prutton who shot just wide of the near post. Portsmouth took the lead just 2 minutes later when Forest old boy Quashie chipped the ball to Pericard who squared the ball past Ward. 

Prutton had a chance to equalise on 15 minutes when Scimeca made a break from midfield  and passed the ball sideways to Prutton but his shot went straight into Hislop’s hands. We were treated to some superb play from O’Neil as he beat 3 Forest players only to shoot wide. Scimeca put Williams into a scoring position but he didn’t have time to turn and shoot before losing possession. And Brennan shot wide when he picked up Scimeca’s long ball and sneaked past the Portsmouth defence. Merson then made a run from midfield and sent a long ball flying just over the crossbar.

Portsmouth’s second goal came just before half time. Merson put the ball back to O’Neil and he crossed the ball to Pericard who flung himself forward and sent a lethal driving header past Ward. So, on their first half performance Portsmouth’s eight new boys looked good value for money.

[image: image3.png]


 16
Forest started the second half with a more familiar look to the side. Harewood and Lester joined Johnson up front with Thompson and Brennan making room for them and Louis-Jean moving back into his usual position. Forest did start the half well and we saw a nice move from Lester when he got past four defenders and shot across the face of goal. The ball cleared as far as Scimeca who blazed the ball over the bar.

But after that Portsmouth again started to dominate as O’Neil’s shot brought a diving save from Ward. He could not hold onto the ball but as Pericard came in for it he recovered and made the save. Taylor missed the best chance of the half when he picked up a cross from Pericard and, with only Ward to    beat, drove the ball across the face of the goal and it went just wide. Then Burton had a chance inside the penalty area, which Ward tipped just round the left hand post. 

Forest’s best chance of the half came when Williams put the ball back to Prutton on the edge of the box but his shot was once again off target as the ball went over the bar. 

With a minute to go Portsmouth had one last chance, Ward fumbled his shot but he managed to make the clearance. 

The 1,500 travelling supporters must have been disappointed with both the result and the performance as the season started very much as last season had ended. The formation in the first half didn't work and the more familiar look side in the second half failed to create an impression. Speaking after the match Paul Hart admitted that he was disappointed to lose. He said: "I picked a team to come here and make things tight and on reflection I was too cautious. I'm taking responsibility for this defeat”

Forest: Ward, Thompson (Harewood 45mins) Hall, Hjelde, Walker, Williams, Scimeca, Prutton, Louis-Jean, Brennan (Lester 45mins) Johnson.S

Subs not used:Roche, Reid, Westcarr.

Bookings: Prutton 28mins. Hjelde 47mins.

Portsmouth: Hislop, Howe (Primus 9mins), Foxe, De Zeeuw, O'Neil, Robinson, Quashie, Taylor, Burton, Pericard, Merson. 

Subs not used: Kawaguchi, Crowe, Barrett, Burchill.

Bookings: Foxe 68mins. Quashie 84mins.

Scorer: Burton 7 mins. Pericard 44mins

Referee:Mr D.Gallagher

******************************************************************************************
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At long last! Here is the card that Branch Member Karen Smith from Tewkesbury sent way back in April. 
Karen said “To the S.W. Reds. Done the cultural (science) stuff & signed Mickey up as our new striker during one of many Disney trips! Weather is warmer than the City Ground & given a choice between this & a last home game against Crewe……………..! 
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See some of you for the             pre-season v Argyle. Karen”
